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How do scientific observation and inference differ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Terms in Science 

 Scientific investigations begin with _________________________ involving 

the use of the ____________________________ 

 An observation that can be agreed upon by competent observers is a 

_________________________________________________ 

 The two types of observations are: 

1. ____________________________________ observations. These are 

____________________________or ____________________________ 

 Example: The wire is _________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________ observations. These are 

____________________________or  ____________________________ 

 Example: The wire is ___________________________________________ 

 After making an observation, scientists make __________________________ 

 An inference is an ____________________________of an observation 

Example: 

Observation: 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Inference: 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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